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JSr. Tom Susaaa, counsel 
Administrative Practises Subcommittee 
United States Senate 
Wa. hington, D.C. 

Dear Tom, 

Almost 12 years ago I'd have given thanks that the Congress had a committee to 
investigate the JFK assassination. That is the «e*d I sa« in the conclusions to ^ 
first book. Kow that w® have it I ao not give thanks. Ia fact I have told the chief 
counsel that as long as he, an assistant and Mark Lane have any connection with that 
commute* I will not. This was in fighting with him ths third time, immediately for the 
third time winning that fight - ths day he got my letter. 

Soon the question of coatinuing the committee in tha coming Congress will come up. 

It ere my advice to be asked on this 1 would not now know what advice to offer. 

While I a£y seem to be a partisan oa this subject i really am not. ^sliK® tl» nuts 
and commercial zers who engage in and sell idle theories and speculation I deal with 
fact. The fact ia irrefutable in the two ggsassiaations in which 1 have done all the 
basic non— official investigatory work, thee of JFK and Dr. *lng. 

Jim has independently reaebfthe same conclusion I have on why the executive agencies 
single me out for special FOIA /PA treatment and seek to waste more time for me than for 
most others: my work stack and they can t stand it. I* all the years there have been 
works of sycophancy, some clearly subsidized, except for inaccurate citation of my work - 
and I recall but one - critci^fsm of m has consisted of lumping m with others. 
though except for Garrison I have had no association with these othe rs. Garrison I tried 
to ke«p straight and responsible, which turned out to be nraiwrertfrU impossible. 

This experience, so painful and frustrating I'll never forget it, is part of what 
impelled mHo write Spra^e as I did a week ago. Even though 1 am without doubt that had 
it not been for m© the national disaster “arrison represents would have been even greater 
w yfc -TB irl- i ra " fr i — I have had enough experience with Sprague and some of ths staff 
trSTM^cted,' on ® d particular, to believe tu.r. is little if any aha*» for respon- 
sibility and integrity in that committee*^ *°rk. thi8 ie tru ® of thc * mberS rf 

whom I know. 

Yet I am also convinced that a real investigation is one of the most urgent of 
national needs, as much ao today as it always had been. 

Those tilings I was saying about the executive agencies involved more than a decade 
ago and now virtually articles of faith today, "obody tried to refute nr fact. There was 
just an unwillingness to believe. I am not boasting in this, proud as I am of this work 
1 have done. I mean that evil undeterjSd flourishes. This evil is hydra-headed. It ia, 
wi thing my experience and to my observation, corrupting ali of society. That which is 
most difficult for me is trying to give young people any basis for faith or hope. 

I addressed this in a book I could not get printed, Cqup d'Etat. It dates to 1968. 
You'll find Cointelpro in it with all but that name, that long ago. ifbat surprises me is 
that others did not sea it, not that 1 did. That year I also had proof of CIA domestic 
operations including an as yet unexposed one. Papers like the Post wouidsottouch it. 
Lstsr I got a y hicago paper to use part. That -year, in an effort to do something about 


these domestic-intelligence improprieties I researched a book titled The I:-fdaer g. t 

was all visible - and ignored. 

What ia never addressed about these assassinations is that they nullify our system 
of society. What the college kids see and understand correctly is the corruption in 



ItrToftl TT '"tL ; ?0litiCal poMcy that Eak * s it possible and protects it. 

th'2 InJ t2t t^ r iJ* rg * ?arceata£a of 8111 th ® that cnuMt ban 

failed them and that they will nsver again be able to have a genuinely ?0 p U i* r ieadcr . 

■“ S'* 1 l0fl “ ths Possibilities of the beginning 0 f an Amvriform 

polio® state. Whether or not on© agrees with this, as those lacking mv experiences may 
_f*! 1 ^ llCV ", thar * \ a ao reasonable room for doubt that about whether tkLe agenciw 

^ th * y *** t0 ^ **“* - 80Cie ^ saf - *• -*r 

These ar« merely aspects of the consequences of the political assassinations. 

b f JT? a !7! r ^ ea °f f 0R * whodunit. Ky concern has bees with the iaterf/Srty of 
our ba-ic insuitutions all of which failed when JFK was assassinated. ™ 

, . 1 ®* e the C °ferw* joining i* this failure and compounding evil, ho you can 

unde-stand this « other then the Sprague level I’ll encapsulate ty ^riluZ vttT 
the -oagress, restricting it to the past two years. ' 

natio^w aari f la9 7 ySar tbat Egress was going to respond to the 
th^^ 1 1 ^ 1 * 1 5 , thB ocoasioa of a speech at MU law school to try to sefsuade 

r C ° a ^ rCial l Z * rS £aa * rall y c * lled critics that honesty and responsibility 
with the Egress was an urgent need, that the Congress was without d.peudfblTSforL- 
^ “ ■g* £et 4t •!■«*«• and that what they had been sayia/Jould derive 

sad misiead the oagress. I was taken ill before 1 could revise and condense the s«each 
I dio write. However, t tried to go through with it. I was unable to dollar thJ 1 
w^t^en '5J ** L° r 1 d±d tbr0U£h * itb * conference that aftL^/T 

Xr ! * 1 * 1 ™ a 0££rSSSi0aal Staff - C - *> - if I-d CoS; 

ev e rv T S-^ B +rr C * ° f that 3$ ** 0h “**« those C£lled "critics'; is that they bent 
every effort to discourage any in the Congress from talking to Jim or me. However 
ft 57? r “ b ® ORzalez and Downing resolutions ware offered I was asked to iro to finmi-.i. 
oftlo* and given them a position paper. The rapresontativ.s of ^^S^ 0 
Afterward Downing’s top s/tff people were here several times, for Lg^eS^' lo^* 

no coacem^or literary rights. They have yet to use it. I have never been 8S nl-»» 

nJiSJLr “fTt 1 * 55 ; I T ^ aV * KaVer “*"* a meEber of the Gonzalez staff. One Jade an apJ 
poiatmeat and I ve heard nothing since. Both have associated with nuts end JJlf-pro-^ 
motors only. The resolution was approved on non-fact only, incredible as it may L*m 
1 “ 'ittout doubt that in the coming session the executive agencies will ruia^tha C L_ 

till 00828162 18 th * chai — tha - is « cwJ t£ coSitJf cJT 

do much worthwhile, £as is one of the ways in which these national trauma can be 
perpetuated. I know what I could do. I'm sure the agencies can tTlort 

I ventl Zt ^ 8ft * r 1 SeRt V l«et book, to the printer. 

take me to tho hospital so he could talk to me. Xr I ^7 

f Ir £aV l^ h '* m r * cords ’ SOEe of which they did use. Whatever e^e was in 
be SJJ f0r FOrd ' wk0se ^ce-presideatial candidate he wSted to 

« wttt 

f " **“ dla^om.tl„ AbZ 

S£fSL^ fc “ ”” r * 1 “ i **• ^ *• «» »™- 
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ilow the resolution w§s passed is one oi the most sordid stories of all. If vou 
want sia to I'll go into it. 

Oae- of Downing's people phoaed me the day favorable Rules actios was enpacted. 

How should they gc about it. I told him by phone and at his request sat down and immediately 
gave him a long memorandum. Then I heard that Bud Feasterwald was going to U Downing's 
chief counsel. Bud ignored ray first letter bat he heeded the second and declined the dob. 

He then cane to ee® me sad asked a position pap r of me. \ also asked me about Sprague, 
of whom I knew only that he had prosecuted the Tablonaki case. %, he asked the position 
paper earlier. I mailed it the ©vessing I received the request. H® told na that Downing 
had approved my recommendations. Sprague did 10/20 of this yft.r when he asked m in and 
then went off chasing the wild geese. 

In simple form what I said is that the committee first had to establish credentials 
&ad justification for eoa tia.ua tiori in tli*> aev? £o&gr$ss f What had sever been doa® officially 
is to establish the basic fact in each assassination. Once this was done and done re- 
sponsibly th» committee would be continued because any BcshzrsjEaasiht opposition would 
be politica^haeardous to moat Ambers. Because except for Howard Hoffman' ss fine work 
on parts X h^ve done all the basic work on this I suggested that I be called to testify, 
with noward and^im (who has handled the FOIA work and is Cay's counsel) sitting by, 
and that I testify to only that which would be required in a court of law in eatablsCkLag 
the basic facts of the hoiaicide. I would do this by offering for the record those officii 
records I had obtained sad testifying about them. I suggested that ther® then be testimony 
from the federal agents who had don* son® of the work in these areas, like the FBI lab 
people and the doctors. There would, inevitably, be direct conflict. Then we should 
both bs called to testify at the same time as the committee sought to resolve the con- 
flicts in the testimony. 

There is sc commtrcial advantage for me in thin because people have to write to me 
to get my books and I'd bs giving much work away with no return. The question was never 
raised with me anyway. Nor was I asked if I m up to it physically, as I «b. Last week 
I did not average four hours Bleep a sight. I made three appearances a day those davs 
I was not travailing. 

If there was fear that I could not prevail in any such confrontation Bud did 
not have it nor due® the record indicate it is likely. At least four FBI agent# have 
retired when they are younger than I rather than 1st Jim and me examine them, a ploy 
tiiat did not work if yot# arc familiar with the appeals decision No. 75-2021. The day 
after the Rules action J im and I want through the first to two days of our examining 
several FBI agents (on cross) and ay direct testimony. Although wo had no for 
preparation wo made their witnesses ours and the AUSA just plain pooyft* out in trying 
to cross examine me with all the help tha FBI coulu give him. Blake from their office 
of legal counsel sat with t he ANSA through it all. We are sow getting the records, 
if slowly. There would be more if m did not have a judge who makes fine speeches while 
doing nothing else. 

It this approach had been taken — and it could have been takes without my testifying 
if the committee so desired - not only would basic fact be sstsbliehed but these repres- 
entative:., of the .official side would have to testify truthfully or face possible con- 
sequences. I con t think many would run the risk, especially those whoso retirements are 
secure and those'wko are not federal employees. This is all of t- W , 

% recommendation that to the degree possible the committee do ao would be done in 
a court of law and address the homicides to begin with was taken muchtat too literally. 

All the top lawyers are guagho prosecutor types. They all behave like prosecutors hall- 
bent for conviction regardless of evidence. I say this on psrcoaal experience with them. 

They are in bad with “ark ^ane, who# is a walking encyclopaedia of misinformation, 
as Howard Hoff man puts it. he is the touch of disaster and has an unrelieved record of this. 
He has already led them into serious faux pas and instead of learning they repeat. 



4 


What he hns dose is So bad that patient and tolerant Laser, who is Key' a only counsel 
of record, has had to cony lain to the ^*w York bar. I think there is more than enough 
for disciplining. It merely makes th® committee' s lawyers like him more, They have tried 
similar improprieties repeatedly. Jim and I hare broken all ay to date. 

Sprague seems to be spending hie time interviewing all the nuts in th® field, even 
the certified insane, without a ay effort to determine bona fides in advance. When he is 
not engaged in public-re lations operations. 

But to date they have asked for not a single record from m®. They have asked me 
no single questions about the JFK case. I gave them a large stack of official records 
in the King case. Frankly, 1 now regret it. 


Sprague is a yoker face, except for his TV appearance right after he should have 
gotten my last letter, Monday. The chief honcho to date is Robert Qzer, who did not do 
well when he was the DJ lawyer in charge of the Detroit eatteof the investigation of the 
Boffa disappearance. Be has repeatedly misinformed the coaittee when he know better. Be 
lied, in fact. Twice that ^ know of. The first led to a defamation of the FBI, the second 
to an overt defense of it that is factually incorrect. One result of th* first has been 
to unify all of Memphis in opposition to the committee. Moreover? they have xfenKXihcdaa: 
jeyffii«i*tsinay aalid^ebnfiideaiBaotheCbngteyahiAcwrllathiiai yaiithonsitocoonbsef 


tfcmphihejrf 


abused Memphis officials. In this they hare given defenses, diversions and a good publio- 
relations position to soma of the worst people I have ever set. I’m confident that when 
it counts some Member will say much about this. 


As ofay last knowledge they had not hired a single investigator. They plan to hire 
retired cops, people like that. Two fif the first Candidates, both excellent, have not 
had a response to their applications. One is this good in my opinions If I get en advance 
on the *ing book I had to lay aside in April I've offered to use it to hire him as s 
research assistant. The other is a former reporter with unique knowledge and experience. 

With all I have published and all the FOIA cases I’ve filed they have yet to get 
any of my books or ask for any of these records or any of th® papers I received as a 
result of the suits. Is the King case they have obtained some from DJ. Qzer, who comes 
from there, showed th® Commission staged FBI pictures designed not to depict the 
evidence, pictures I shook loose about May. What they do not have I do, the real pictures. 
This is of the part of the bullet removed from King’ s body. In this £>z»r was overtly 
deceiving th© committee and doing a job for the DJ and FBI. 

I could go on for a long time on just th© failures to date that result in misleading 
the committee and build a false record and the incompetence of the staff work. I know 
of no single good performance and many bad ones. 

Because I feel that this committee may well be the last official shot for some time 
I have serious problems. I've resolbsd the® in terms of what means integrity, personal 
am^subject. 1 very much want a good, honest investigation. I do not see it from this 
committee as now constituted or with Gonzalez at the head in the ceasing session. Without 
the most basic changes I’d now rather have the committee end than continued. It will be 
still another national tragedy if it continues as it has gone. With these people I see no 
prospect of any meaningful change. 


Perhaps if there are some flaps that receive attention, legitimate criticism, the 
House may make the changes rather than end th© committee. Then the major problem will be 
executive-agency disinformation operations. The Post story on the elleged Hoover memo was 
on®, as it now knows. The certainty of these operations was on® of my reasons for recom- 
mending the approach I did. I know of no better way to offset them. I know of no other 
witness who could do it. They don't, either. Meanwhile, I’ll do what I can in court. 


-incerely, 
Harold Weisberg 



a. Ei. 11/26/76 postscript ]Q 

Hegardloso of the basic accuracy of this morning ' a Post dealer story, there is much 
wrong wxtn it, to Kesler'a prior knowledge wrong with it. He did aot indicate it was 
this story but several Bight ago he did phone me oa a JFK story, to ask if I knew a 
name aot La the story. 

The reason for this postscript is that this ia the second spook leak of what is 
covered by my long-standing and ignored FOIA requests. The first was the Post story 
of 11/13 alleging a secret “oover memo. It is a non-story. “esler told they are 
aot proud of it now, a statement not supported by his today's story. 

With the surveillance I have long had such an inclusive request with the CIA. 

So long it is past their claimed lag. They tried to lump it in with my inclusive 
request. I rejected this, paying I did not Want to wait until whatever time in the 
distant future they would emit to having completed whatever they decided to review. 

I kaew of these intercepts. When a friend filed an inadequate request I backstopped 
with an adequate one although I had already included it. Because Schweiker also knew 
aad didaothing I made a separate request. I said I wanted it faster. 

|,Jia ® 8130 included the interception of Oswald's mail, ceftain when he was ia th® 

Whilo I have no way of knowing whether there was any such conversation I do know 
that the thing is utterly irrational. 

The subject of the II /13 lagk is an FBI record. 

Jim telegraphed Levi 1t/l3 aad has had no response. Sven acknowledgement. 

Earlier in affidavit! aad beginning 9/16 and for several days in 0. A. 75-1 996 
we went into this. We had supervisory FOIA agents on the stand aad I testified. They 
have reviewed these files three times as of then without responding to my requests that 
go back to 4968. I testified to this without even pro forma cross eiamiaation. % then 
I had a list of these requests made. 

I have written Kelley, "evi aad Shea repeatedly about this without response. 

This is for your FOIA knowledge, ^a no case has the time of the claimed - aad manu- 
factured - backlog aot passed with both agencies and DJ. 



